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EXTENDED CAPTIONS

All but a handful of the pictures in this book were shot on film. Frequently, months passed between shooting 
and being able to get the films processed. I would send 20 rolls of film from Vava’u, Tonga to New Zealand to 
get Beveridge Reef pictures processed which involved two weeks of nagging anxiety. If you have seen the post 
office in Vava’u, you would know why. I never lost films, but how my life would have been different with digital!

Almost all the slides were “scanned” by duping with a Nikon D800 and macro lens, then adjusting in Light-
room and cleaning up in Photoshop. The scans seem comparable to those produced by a Nikon Coolscan 5000, 
but duping was much quicker.

POLYNESIA – AN OCEAN REALM 
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Disturbing the two different 
halinities made this early selfie a 
blurred mess!
—

The whitetip reef sharks, 
Triaenodon obesus, in Fatu Hiva 
were remarkably bold.
—

I only discovered that these were  
Pseudanthias regalis quite recently. 
I had first tried to identify them 
a decade before Google existed, 
without success.
—

The view of Baie Hana Vave from 
the road south to Omoa.
—

Roots of the Tahitian chestnut 
tree, Inocarpus fagifera.
—

Having torn the mainsail on the 
trip south, I substituted a smaller 
sail which didn’t fit well!
—

Many friends I made amongst the 
yachties in the Marquesas, I am 
still in touch with 30 years later.
—

From the masthead of Eila I can 
get an exquisite view of Baie Hana 
Vave in Fatu Hiva.
—

For years I navigated using only 
the sun, moon and stars, initially 
with a second-hand plastic 
sextant. Here I have graduated to 
a Zeiss sextant. Like photography 
on film, this is of historical 
interest only.
—

Wide open spaces devoid of 
people have great allure.
—

A small, laden boat on the 
wind will have water on deck, 
frequently.
—

In much more wind than this Eila 
was unbearably rolly sailing wing-
a-wing dead downwind. You can 
just about see the transom roller 
on the dinghy which allowed the 
sliding hatch to slide, even though 
the dinghy was strapped down on 
top of it.
—

Slow shutter speed exposure of 
sailing at dusk. The Aries control 
line has a segment of chain 
which clips onto the tiller at the 
appropriate location and can 
thus accommodate a degree of 
weather-helm. It is simple and 
effective.
—

Fisheye lens view from the 
bowsprit with the 45lb CQR 
bower anchor and the 50lb 
fisherman anchor ready to deploy.
—

Bottlenose dolphins, Tursiops 
truncatus, at Eila’s bow.
—

Long-beaked common dolphin, 
Delphinus capensis.
—

Spinner dolphin, Stenella 
longirostris.
—

Bottlenose dolphins, Tursiops 
truncatus, come to Eila’s bow.
—

The view of Bora Bora from 
Raiatea, French Polynesia.
—

An outrigger canoe in the calm 
lagoon at Fanning Island, Kiribati.
—

Eila at Robinson’s Cove, Baie 
d’Opunohu, Moorea. One of the 
most beautiful places I have been.
—

Calm at sea is transcendent.
—

Eila anchored in Baie Hana Vave 
in Fatu Hiva, with my Bauer 
compressor on the foredeck filling 
tanks.
—

I visited Beveridge Reef five times 
over the years. These perfect 
conditions were rare, light wind 
and low water in the morning 
with a biological slick coming 
off the windward reef to oil the 
surface to make the ripples, and 
thus the caustic light patterns, 
very uniform.
—

Crown jellyfish, Netrostoma 
setouchianum in Niue with Tobi 
Bernhard. This shot won Oceanz 
in 2001 and a trip to Walindi, 
PNG.
—

Spinner dolphin, Stenella 
longirostris.
—

Eila’s new cockpit, looking like a 
spaghetti factory in the calm.
—

The tibia of the medicine man, 
found in the subterranean lake. 
The housing was the first I built 
for an SLR, a Fujica ST801. 
Unusually, the bottom (rather 
than the back) was removable, 
and it incorporated a remote 
sensor for the flash gun within 
the camera housing. I built it 40 
years ago.
—

Bones of the medicine man lying 
among the volcanic cobbles.
—
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Much of the cathedral is 
decorated with mother of pearl.
—

Akamaru, Île Gambier, had an 
exceptionally photogenic palm 
tree.
—

From the vantage point of a 
casuarina tree I could shoot this 
palm against the turquoise lagoon. 
I shots rolls of this tree. When my 
pictures were eventually processed 
in Papeete, I thought they were all 
underexposed. I discovered later 
that my home-made light-box was 
somewhat less than the standard 
brightness.
—

At Île Gambier the water was 
cold and clear, and it seemed like 
the animals were unfamiliar with 
scuba divers.
—

The County of Roxburgh was 
wrecked in 1906. It’s interesting 
to note the difference in corrosion 
of the iron plating between the 
seaward and landward sides. 
There’s a fascinating website about 
the ship at  
www.county-of-roxburgh.com/
—

Paracirrhites nisus is also another 
a rarity which I couldn’t identify 
until years after taking this 
photograph.
—

The spinner dolphin Vicki named 
Bojangles on account of her 
ragged dorsal fin.
—

Saint Michael’s Roman Catholic 
cathedral at Rikitea, Île Gambier 
was built between 1839 and 1848 
and is the largest church in the 
South Pacific.
—

Black pearls in the hand of a man 
who knows hard work.
—

Vicki at the parc à poisson at the 
head of the pass in Takaroa where 
operu, Decapterus macarellus, are 
caught.
— When they weren’t bombarding 

Eila with rubbery bits of copra, 
the kids fearlessly swam in the 
pass heedless of the sharks.
—

This eagle ray was almost 
stationary in the current, so I 
was able to get quite close before 
it took fright, by simply not 
breathing.
—

Women preparing plastic mesh for 
capturing black pearl oyster spat 
in the lagoon.
—

The yellow hawkfish Paracirrhites 
xanthus was first described by Jack 
Randall in 1963. It is found in the 
east and central Pacific.
—

Eila tied alongside at the end of 
the quay at Takaroa. The dinghy 
is hauled out of the water on a 
spare halyard for security and to 
reduce the proliferation of fouling 
organisms.
—

Tahiri Pamati in his turquoise 
house in the lagoon at Takaroa.
—

The basalt spires of Ua Pou are 
simply stunning.
—

The combination of Tahitian 
dancing and drumming is hard to 
describe. It changes you forever. 
Be warned!
—

An underwater camera seemed a 
bit of a novelty for these children 
at Takaroa.
—

Sacks of copra awaiting the arrival 
of Manava II. Mast steps are not 
only essential for piloting in coral 
but make a handy photographic 
vantage point.
—

Finding a space big enough to 
anchor among the coral heads in a 
place like Akamaru, Île Gambier,  
is why you really need mast steps 
and Polaroid sunglasses.
—

Anchoring in the lagoon in 
Takaroa was frowned upon on 
account of all the pearl culture 
activity. Alongside the wharf, 
rats have a perfect opportunity 
to come aboard and try to eat 
anything plastic, including a film 
processing tank!
—

You can see the motus on the far 
side of the lagoon in the gaps 
between the closer motus. Atolls 
look pretty much alike from 
seaward.
—

Bastille Day celebrations in Ua 
Pou, Marquesas.
—

The mountains at Baie Hakatea, 
Nuku Hiva, look like molten wax.
—

The view of Baie Taiohae, Nuku 
Hiva, from the road to the 
airport. The anchorage was almost 
always rolly.
—
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From memory, this was shot with 
a flat port and a 24mm lens, but 
with perfectly calm water. Not a 
recommended technique!
—

The beach at Rotoava, Apataki 
was sewn with the tracks of 
Coenobita hermit crabs.
—

A sun awning keeps the deck and 
interior cool although a wind 
scoop on the forehatch makes 
the biggest difference. The Aries 
self-steering gear on the stern is 
arguably the most important gear 
on the boat. Originally made by 
Nick Franklin in the UK, then in 
Denmark and now in Holland. If 
I were to ever have another yacht, 
I think this is what I would buy 
first.
—

The uninhabited motu at Rotoava 
was thick with mosquitoes which 
bred in brackish pools.
—

Eila anchored at Rotoava. In 
strong trade winds the anchorage 
is untenable.
—

Vicki snorkelling amongst the 
lush coral at Rotoava, at the 
northern end of the lagoon at 
Apataki.
—

Bojangles at her favourite coral 
head.
—

The sunsets we had at Rotoava 
were spectacular as a result of the 
huge volcanic eruption of Mount 
Pinatubo in the Philippines a 
couple of months earlier.
—

The fish traps are emptied so that 
fish can be sent to market on the 
ship to Papeete.
—

Vicki snorkelling with Bojangles 
at Rotoava.
—

This is what the slides looked like, 
without any manipulation.
—

Bojangles at her favourite coral 
head.
—

Bojangles at her favourite coral 
head.
—

Inside the fish trap on the reef 
top is a scrawled filefish, Aluterus 
scriptus.
—

Eila sailing in the lagoon at 
Apataki with friends Frank and 
Andrea Siera aboard.
—

The lagoon-side palms at Niutahi, 
Apataki.
—

Eila tied into the small basin 
at the village of Niutahi. It was 
shallow!
—

Blacktip reef sharks are 
competitors for reef fish and are 
killed.
—

Eila tied into the small basin 
at the village of Niutahi. It was 
shallow!
—

Blacktip reef shark, Carcharhinus 
melanopterus.
—

Parrotfish dominate the catch 
from the fish traps at Apataki.
—

In places seldom dived, grey reef 
sharks will often make one close 
inspection before losing interest.
—

Vicki snorkelling at Rotoava at 
the northern end of the lagoon at 
Apataki.
—

The lagoon-side palms at Niutahi, 
Apataki.
—

Mount Tohivea at 1207m is the 
highest mountain in Moorea and 
dominates Baie d’Opunohu.
—

The entrance to Baie de Cook, 
Moorea.
—

Bonitier fishing boats tied stern-to 
along the quay at Papeete.
—

The view of Moorea from the 
track leading up to Mont Marau, 
Tahiti.
—
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I spent many weeks anchored on 
the shallow sand flat at Maeva 
Beach and this was the view of 
Moorea each evening.
—

Lack of light lends itself to slow 
shutter speed, blurred motion 
effects.
—

Ah Tahiti...
—

Photos of Tahitian dancers always 
seem timeless to me.
—

Note the French Sarraizienne 
plastic sandals, my main footwear 
for 20 years. By supergluing the 
tab closed to keep the load off the 
buckle they would last a year of 
continuous use and were perfect 
for the sailing life. Not exactly 
stylish according to some...
—

Flower sellers in the market in 
Papeete.
—

Mont Aorai (I think) in the 
interior of Tahiti, the third highest 
peak at 2066m.
—

A humpback whale surfaces not 
far from the entrance to Baie 
d’Opunohu, Moorea.
—

Oriental flying gurnard, 
Dactyloptena orientalis at Maeva 
Beach, Tahiti. Gurnard comes 
from the Old French word 
gornard, meaning grunter, which 
is the noise these fish make!
—

Blacktip reef sharks Carcharhinus 
melanopterus are fed off the north 
coast of Moorea.
—

The black-finned snake eel, 
Ophichthus altipennis  also known 
as the highfin snake eel, burrowed 
in the sand at Maeva Beach.
—

Consolidated PBY Catalina flying 
boat, sunk in 1962 for divers near 
the international airport at Faaa, 
Tahiti. A wrecked fishing boat lies 
nearby.
—

Moorea from the sand flat at 
Maeva Beach, Tahiti.
—

Papeete waterfront with the sun 
setting behind Moorea.
—

Cetacean soup: two humpback 
whales, Megaptera novaeangliae, 
some rough-toothed dolphins, 
Steno bredanensis, a hundred 
melonhead whales, Peponocephala 
electra and enough oceanic 
whitetip sharks, Carcharhinus 
longimanus to encourage me to get 
out of the water! This was about 
six miles north of Moorea.
—

From my vantage point up the 
mast I have a great view as this 
humpback whale turns on its 
back.
—

At the north-west corner of 
Moorea I found a quizzical 
humphead wrasse, Cheilinus 
undulatus.
—

A humpback whale dives off the 
north coast of Moorea at sunset.
—

Humpback whale and calf.
—

The surf breaking on the reef near 
Papeari, Tahiti, a few miles north 
of Teahupo’o, one of the most 
famous surf breaks in the world.
—

As this humpback rolled on it’s 
back, the dinghy with a 24mm 
lens didn’t seem like the safest 
place to be!
—

Eila anchored in the lee of Motu 
Toopua, Bora Bora.
—

Fresh skipjack tuna, Katsuwonus 
pelamis for sale on the quay at 
Fare, Huahine.
—

The church at Tiva, Taha’a, with 
Bora Bora in the background.
—

Street scene from Fare, Huahine.
—

From behind the town of Uturoa, 
Raiatea, there is a beautiful view 
towards Tahaa and Bora Bora on 
the far left.
—

The ancient fish traps viewed from 
the marae at Maeva, Huahine.
—

Mast steps are great for 
photography as well as pilotage in 
coral. This motu is off Taha’a but 
with a long lens it seems close to 
Bora Bora, 20 kilometers away.
—

In 1986 the coral outside the 
main pass at Bora Bora had not 
yet recovered from the El Niño 
years of ‘82-3.
—
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After the shark feed, the blacktip 
reef sharks were frisky and bold 
at the south end of motu Piti Aau 
in the south east corner of the 
lagoon at Bora Bora.
—

Red footed booby, Sula sula.
—Clear ocean water is driven over 

the reef at the south-east corner 
of the lagoon in Bora Bora 
where Vicki feeds double-saddle 
butterflyfish, Chaetodon ulietensis.
—

The view of Mopelia from outside 
the pass on the west side. The 
palms on the windward motu are 
just visible across the lagoon. The 
pass is narrow, with plenty of out-
going current so a good engine is 
a necessity.
—

Red footed booby, Sula sula on 
the nest.
—

Mount Otemanu at 727m 
dominates the interior of Bora 
Bora.
—

Cycling around Bora Bora 
we stopped at a shop selling 
multicoloured pareus, Polynesian 
sarongs.
—

Red footed booby chick, Sula sula.
—

Sooty terns at Mopelia.
—

Fairy or white tern, Gygis alba.
—

Great frigate bird chick, Fregata 
minor on a motu in Mopelia.
—

Fairy or white terns, Gygis alba.
—

Shadows of sooty terns on the 
lagoon sand.
—

The fairy or white tern, Gygis 
alba lays its egg on the branch of 
a tree.
—

Red footed booby, Sula sula on 
the nest.
—

One of the 105mm guns from 
Seeadler (“sea eagle” in German) 
lies in a gulley just south of the 
pass at Mopelia.
—Cyclone Wasa in 1991 felled 

many of the palms on Mopelia, 
French Polynesia.
—

Cyclone Wasa in 1991 felled 
many of the palms on Mopelia, 
French Polynesia.
—

The coconut or robber crab, 
Birgus latro can grow to 4kg 
and is immensely powerful. The 
juveniles use empty gastropod 
shells for protection in the 
manner of hermit crabs.
—

Eila anchored at Mopelia.
— Vicki points at one of the many 

manta rays which gather outside 
the pass at Fanning Island.
—

Mast steps and Polaroid sunglasses 
are great for reducing anxiety 
about tricky pilotage as you can 
get a clear overview of what is 
required.
—

One of the reef manta rays, 
Manta alfredi, at Fanning Island 
was entangled in monofilament 
fishing line.
—

The uninhabited windward 
side of the lagoon at Fanning 
Island was shallow, but great for 
photography.
—

These kids were pulling the legs 
off the land crabs so they couldn’t 
run away.
—

The arrival of the supply ship 
from Tarawa (the first in three 
months) was a big occasion for 
Fanning Island. The 30’ wooden 
yacht is Wanderer III, originally 
built for Eric and Susan Hiscock, 
whose books inspired me so much.  
Wanderer III is now owned by 
Thies Matzen and Kicki Ericson 
who produced the gorgeous book 
“Antarctic Wilderness” after 
spending 26 months in South 
Georgia aboard her.
—

Making a dried pandanus leaf 
roof panel.
—Weaving a palm leaf basket.

—
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Palm logs, pandanus and palm 
fronds are building materials 
found all over the tropical Pacific.
—

Restless children await the 
dancing in the pandanus 
maneaba.
—

This dancer was especially 
enthusiastic and vocal.
—

Kiribati child in her coronet of 
flowers.
—

Kiribati children.
—

The dancers seemed to slip into a 
kind of hypnotic trance.
—

During the dances,  people would 
come and adorn the dancer 
with Johnson’s baby powder and 
Impulse body spray.
—

Anchored in the calm at Fanning 
Island we lift the dinghy out 
of the water with a halyard to 
reduce fouling on the bottom. 
You can see the wind chute (or 
scoop) which normally would be 
funneling the breeze down below.
—

These souvenirs are made from 
shark’s teeth and the raptorial 
claws of mantis shrimps. The 
speed at which mantis shrimps 
can attack prey with these claws 
defies belief!
—

Vicki with a box of dried shark 
fins at Fanning Island. This was 
one of the few sources of income.
—

Kiribati children.
—

A Catholic priest in Kiribati.
—

Outside the reef at Fanning the 
visibility was not that good, but 
the plankton bloom was the 
reason the manta rays gathered in 
large numbers.
—

Reef manta ray, Manta alfredi.
—

Melonhead whales, Peponocephala 
electra off Christmas Island.
—

Ngatangiia Harbour in 
Rarotonga, Cook Islands. I 
was able to anchor there once, 
when bad weather made the two 
northern harbours untenable.
—

The melonhead whales came so 
close to the dinghy that Vicki 
could reach down and touch 
them.
—

Reef manta ray, Manta alfredi.
—

Reef manta ray, Manta alfredi.
—

In Rarotonga, David Nardini 
and I were able to hire a plane for 
twenty minutes and the young 
pilot obligingly removed the 
window strut so that the large 
window lifted right up against the 
underside of wing, giving us both 
a clear view.
—

A spinner dolphin, Stenella 
longirostris, leaping outside the 
lagoon at Christmas island.
—

A Cook Island dancer in Aitutaki.
—

The mantles of the clam Tridacna 
maxima are infused with 
symbiotic zooxanthellae which, 
during the day,  provide their 
host with carbon and nitrogen, 
products of photosynthesis.
—

The mantles of the clam Tridacna 
maxima are infused with 
symbiotic zooxanthellae which, 
during the day,  provide their 
host with carbon and nitrogen, 
products of photosynthesis.
—

Blue starfish, Linckia laevigata are 
found throughout the tropical 
Indo-Pacific.
—

Leather coral, Lobophytum sp.
—

Defiance was eventually taken to 
New Zealand where Orams boat 
yard repaired it and renamed it 
Majestic Eagle.
—

The Swan 51 Defiance and the  
local tug on the reef at Aitutaki. I 
wouldn’t recommend anchoring 
outside the reef even with someone 
on board all the time. This seemed 
like negligent seamanship rather 
than bad luck. The channel into 
the lagoon is less than 2m deep, 
so high water is recommended for 
entry but the Swan drew almost 
3m so did not have that option.
—
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The old Customs House at 
Aitutaki in 1986.
—

The commercial harbour at 
Avatiu, Rarotonga. I always felt 
uneasy tied in here because the 
waves that enter have nowhere to 
dissipate their energy but just get 
reflected.
—

Hurly-burly, Rarotonga style.
—

The Cook Islands Christian 
Church at Matavera.
—

On the north coast of Rarotonga 
there are two boat harbours.  
Avarua is in front of Trader Jacks 
bar and there is no room to swing 
so I had to tie a stern line to a 
concrete block underwater. Swell 
enters the harbour but in normal 
trade wind conditions it’s not 
too bad.
—

Beveridge Reef, looking south. 
The coral head on the edge of the 
sand-flat was our photo studio full 
of sharks.
—

From the same vantage point, 
with a fisheye lens. The sand flat 
is about 4m deep and the water is 
crystal clear.
—

The reef top at Beveridge is 
formed into hard terraces covered 
with a layer of calcareous algae.
—The thick aluminium hatch-top 

had disappeared by the time of 
my next visit, along with much 
else of any value.
—

Opisthobranch Haminoea 
cymbalum. They were common on 
a small part of the reef top near an 
old wreck.
—

The wreck of Nicky Lou, a 
fishing boat from Seattle on the 
windward reef.
—

Whitemouth moray, Gymnothorax 
meleagris.
—

The wreck of Nicky Lou, a 
fishing boat from Seattle on the 
windward reef.
—

Fire coral, Millepora sp. in the 
shallow back-reef margin.
—

The pretty back-reef margin at 
Beveridge Reef.
—

The windward edge is riven with 
gullies. I was never brave enough 
to snorkel on the ocean side.
—

Tubes of the vermetid molluscs 
Dendropoma maxima covered with 
encrusting fire coral, Millepora sp.
—

The reef top at Beveridge is 
formed into hard terraces like rice 
paddies.
—

Vicki exploring the reef top at 
low water. The black animals are 
urchins in the hollows.
—

The vermetid mollusc 
Dendropoma feeds by casting 
a mucus net which catches 
plankton. It is then gathered by 
the radula and consumed, and a 
new one secreted.
—

Looking down the slope to the 
lagoon depths, with grey reef 
sharks.
—

Feeding sharks at Beveridge Reef 
I rarely felt in any danger. Usually 
they behaved impeccably.
—

Tobi Bernhard won the top prize 
at Wildlife Photographer of the 
Year in 2001 with a shot taken at 
Beveridge Reef. Here he is feeding 
grey reef sharks at our favourite 
coral head.
—

A grey reef shark passes close 
overhead at Beveridge Reef.
—

Shot with a fisheye lens at the 
surface, the food offering has just 
been pulled out of the picture.
—

This picture of a grey reef shark 
won the Innovation Award at 
the Wildlife Photographer of 
the Year in 2004. That year the 
competition had 18000 entries 
from 50 countries.
—

Grey reef sharks swimming 
around Eila on the sand flat at 
Beveridge Reef.
—
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A whitetip reef shark in the 
shallow back-reef margin at 
Beveridge Reef.
—

Grey reef sharks at our favourite 
coral head at Beveridge Reef.
—

Whitetip reef shark, Triaenodon 
obesus.
—

This grey reef shark, Carcharhinus 
amblyrhynchos carried this remora 
or sharksucker, Echeneis naucrates 
around on its pectoral fin like 
jewelry with no effort to dislodge 
it.
—

I processed this in black and white 
simply because it doesn’t really 
work in colour!
—

This picture won Highly 
Commended at the Wildlife 
Photographer of the Year in 1996. 
It gives an impression of the 
wonderful clarity of the water at 
Beveridge Reef.
—

Grey reef sharks at our favourite 
coral head at Beveridge Reef.
—

I assume this web was made by 
a spider at low water and just 
happened to be covered at high 
water. However, it’s intriguing, 
and I would like to be sure that 
the spider isn’t intentionally 
making a fishing net for plankton.
—

Mangroves line a few of the 
anchorages in Vava’u and always 
offer interesting snorkelling.
—

The high islands and deep water 
of Vava’u make it reasonably safe 
to approach at night, if you have 
radar. And you know what you 
are doing!
—

At the island of Nuku in Vava’u, 
Tonga there used to be a patch of 
leather corals, Sarcophyton sp. just 
off the beach where noddies and 
terns would rest.
—

Vicki steers Eila across the lagoon 
at Beveridge Reef.
—

The clarity of the water 
at Beveridge Reef can be 
breathtaking.
—A male grey reef shark against the 

Snell’s window.
—

The squat shrimp Thor 
amboinensis by a Plerogyra sinuosa 
bubble coral. This shrimp, unlike 
Periclimemes, does not live on the 
bubbles.
—

The mantle patterns of the thorny 
oyster, Spondylus varius.
—

The Palaemonid shrimp, 
Periclimenes holthuisi on a bubble 
coral, Plerogyra sinuosa.
—

Fungia sp. mushroom coral.
—A red sponge surrounding 

a Christmas tree worm, 
Spirobranchus giganteus.
—

Backlit mushroom coral, Fungia 
sp. on the deck of the Clan 
McWilliam in Neiafu Harbour.
—

From the air one can see the 
layout of the reef at the head 
of Neiafu Harbour which is a 
reasonable cyclone refuge for a 
shallow draft vessel.
—

Bubble-tip anemone, Entacmaea 
quadricolor. The bulbs are 
indicative of anemonefish being 
present; if the fish are removed, 
the bulbs deflate, only to reinflate 
when the fish are reintroduced. I 
suspect this white one has expelled 
its symbiotic zooxanthellae due to 
environmental stress.
—

Regal angelfish, Pygoplites 
diancanthus in Vava’u.
—

Just off the Tongan Beach Resort 
I found these juvenile batfish, 
Platax teira.
—

The flower urchin, Toxopneustes 
pileolus has pedicellariae  (which 
are small claw-like structures on 
the end of a tube) which can 
inject an acetylcholine-like venom 
and thus these urchins should not 
be handled!
—

Young boys carry fringed 
pandanus mats into the Catholic 
church in Neiafu, Vava’u, Tonga.
—

Bubble-tip anemone, Entacmaea 
quadricolor with its more usual 
colouration.
—

A goby on the bubble coral, 
Plerogyra sinuosa.
—
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Also at Nuku I found this 
parrotfish sleeping in the mucus 
cocoon it secretes to protect itself 
from olfactory predators such as 
moray eels.
—

This crab Dromia dormia cuts 
and fits a sponge on its back. It 
is usually observed at night. This 
was at Nuku, Vava’u, where I did 
many night dives.
—

On a night dive off Kapa Island I 
saw this feather star releasing eggs; 
the only time I have ever seen this 
and an event rarely witnessed.
—

Looking west from Port Maurelle, 
Vava’u.
—

Port Maurelle on the island of 
Kapa, Vava’u.
—

Semicircle angelfish, Pomacanthus 
semicirculatus.
—

A shoal of yellowfin goatfish, 
Mulloidichthys vanicolensis.
—

The island of Nuku from the 
masthead. I could spend all day 
snorkelling there.
—

The smaller and more abundant 
Tridacna maxima.
—

This is the mantle of Tridacna 
squamosa. All these clams have 
symbiotic zooxanthellase in their 
tissues. There is still a breeding 
program of sorts near Nuku in 
the hope that some breeding stock 
will restore clam populations on 
adjacent reefs.
—

The mantle patterns of the clam 
Hippopus hippopus.
—

In deeper water off Nuku were 
wire corals Cirrhipathes anguina 
with small gobies, Bryaninops 
yongei.
—

The highlight of night dives at 
Nuku were the handful of basket 
stars which would unfurl just 
inches from the surface. My dive 
light would make them curl back 
into the reef.
—

In deeper water off Nuku were 
wire corals Cirrhipathes anguina 
with small gobies, Bryaninops 
yongei.
—

Leopard shark, Stegostoma 
fasciatum among the coral heads 
at Mala Island, Vava’u.
—

Darin Limsuansub snorkelling in 
Swallows Cave, Vava’u. One of a 
handful of pictures in this books 
shot digitally.
—

The coral at Mala Island is some 
of the best in Vava’u. But cyclones 
take their toll and recovery is slow. 
I take the long view.
—

The island of Kitu in Vava’u 
typifies the geology of the group; 
raised limestone sprinkled with 
volcanic ash.
—

Yachts anchored at Port Maurelle, 
Vava’u. The black speck in front 
of the middle yacht is a manta ray.
—

Kim Rickett snorkels over a coral 
head of Diploastrea heliopora just 
outside Swallow’s Cave in Vava’u.
—

On the sandy slope at Nuku were 
garden eels, Heteroconger hassi. I 
noticed that some close together 
would entwine briefly. On long 
shallow dives with plenty of 
habituation and breath holding 
I was able to capture a very rare 
photograph.
—

Humpback whale, Megaptera 
novaeangliae
—

Humpback whale, Megaptera 
novaeangliae.
—

Humpback whale, Megaptera 
novaeangliae.
—

Humpback whale, Megaptera 
novaeangliae.
—

A more recent picture shot 
digitally at 1/640th second. I 
don’t miss film at all.
—

Humpback whale, Megaptera 
novaeangliae in Vava’u. This was 
shot at 1/60th second due to poor 
light; all the other pictures in this 
sequence had motion blur.
—
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Where contrast is lacking in 
the original photo, sometimes 
rendering in black and white can 
increase the punch of a picture.
—

Uninhabited Ovalau Island, 
Vava’u.
—

The small island of Fotula is one 
of my favourite dives in Vava’u 
but a tricky place to anchor even 
a dinghy.
—

A self portrait at Tu’ungisika, 
Vava’u. I weighted the tripod 
with a weight belt and used the 
self-timer, so I had 10 seconds to 
get into position. I could see my 
reflection and that of the sun in 
the dome which was a great aid to 
composition.
—

A longnose hawkfish Oxycirrhites 
typus on the black coral at the cave 
entrance on Fotula, Vava’u.
—

Although the sportfishing boats 
frown on it, a snorkel at one of 
the offshore Fish Aggregation 
Devices in Vava’u can be electric; 
we have seen dorado, wahoo, silky 
sharks and oceanic whitetip sharks 
out there.
—

On a more recent trip to Tonga, 
Darin Limsuansub had a great 
encounter with humpback whales. 
I would recommend a week’s 
whale-watching to be fairly sure of 
a good encounter.
—

Where contrast is lacking in 
the original photo, sometimes 
rendering in black and white can 
increase the punch of a picture.
—

Celine Tremolieres snorkelling at 
Mala Island, Vava’u.
—

Dive instructor Karen Ruffle-
Klugkist at Euakafa Island.
—

The fringing reef on the south 
side of Vaka’eitu Island in Vava’u 
at low water.
—

Dawn at Kenutu on the east coast 
of Vava’u.
—

Dawn at Kenutu on the east coast 
of Vava’u.
—

The view from the cliff top on the 
west coast of Nuapapu Island.
—

Looking south from the main 
island of Vava’u towards 
Tu’ungisika and Nuapapu Island.
—

Female lyretail anthias, 
Pseudanthias squamipinnis.
—

Stocky anthias, Pseudanthias 
hypselosoma. Vava’u.
—

Heteractis magnifica is a symbiotic 
host of the pink anemonefish, 
Amphiprion perideraion. 
Tu’ungisika, Vava’u.
—

We spotted mandarin fish in very 
shallow water at the Paradise 
Hotel dock. We dived there in 
the early morning when the fish 
seemed to be more accessible. And 
there were less people wondering 
what on earth we were doing!
—

Lionfish, Pterois volitans at Nuku, 
Vava’u.
—

Male Lord Howe anthias, 
Pseudanthias pictilis, at Luamoko 
Island, Vava’u.
—

Crown jellyfish, Netrostoma 
setouchianum are seasonal; some 
years there are few, other years, 
many.
—

Blue starfish Linckia laevigata 
sometimes have this parasitic 
gastropod mollusc, Thyca 
crystallina, on their undersides. 
Often, a larger female and smaller 
male will be found together on 
the starfish.
—

Nudibranch Gymnodoris ceylonica 
with commensal shrimp, 
Periclimenes imperator. Nuku, 
Vava’u.
—

Spotfin lionfish, Pterois antennata 
showing the pectoral fin.
—

Watanabe’s angelfish, Genicanthus 
watanabei, Vava’u.
—

Tube anemone, Cerianthus 
sp. with squat shrimp Thor 
amboinensis, in front of the 
Tongan Beach Resort, Vava’u.
—

Scrawled filefish, Aluterus scriptus, 
Tu’ungisika, Vava’u.
—

Male lyretail anthias, Pseudanthias 
squamipinnis.
—
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Soft coral gobies, Pleurosicya 
boldinghi on Dendronephthya sp, 
Vava’u.
—

In the wide exposed bay on the 
north-west coast of Vava’u we 
found many of these nudibranchs, 
Cuthona sibogae which feed on 
hydroids of the genus Sertularella. 
Here, two are mating.
—

Hermit crab, Aniculus maximus. 
Vava’u.
—

Longnose filefish, 
Oxymonacanthus longirostris feeds 
on Acropora polyps. Mala Island, 
Vava’u.
—

Cushion star, Culcita novaeguineae 
with a commensal shrimp 
Periclimenes soror on the underside 
of the cushion star.
—

Arc-eye hawkfish, Paracirrhites 
arcatus. This picture won a 
Highly Commended in the 
Wildlife Photographer of the Year 
competition in 1996.
—

The nudibranch Gymnodoris 
ceylonica preying on a lined sea 
hare Stylocheilus striatus which 
released a purple liquid when it 
was attacked. Nuku, Vava’u.
—

The bubble coral, Plerogyra sinuosa 
with the balloon-like polyps 
retracted. Vava’u.
—

Red slate pencil urchin, 
Heterocentrotus mammillatus.
—

Hermit crab, Dardanus guttatus.
—

Heteractis magnifica is a symbiotic 
host of the pink anemonefish, 
Amphiprion perideraion. Vava’u.
—

The colonia ascidian Atriolum 
robustum looks rather like a 
sponge! The green colouration is 
from the symbiotic prokaryote 
Prochloron.
—

The broadclub cuttlefish Sepia 
latimanus, is more common 
further west than Tonga.
—

Longnose hawkfish, Oxycirrhites 
typus on a gorgonian.  Fotula, 
Vava’u.
—

Coral, possibly Platygyra acuta.
—

Soft coral, Dendronephthya sp.
—

Gorgonian sea fan, Subergorgia 
mollis.
—

Brain coral,  Leptoria phrygia.
—

Another unidentified coral!
—

An unidentified sponge. Vava’u.
—

Diploastrea heliopora coral.
—

A snorkeller at the surface.
—

The back side of a wave tube.
—

Light rays through a fine bubble 
mist underwater.
—

Gorgonian sea fan, Subergorgia 
mollis.
—

Soft coral, Dendronephthya sp.
—

An amazing spider crab 
Chirostylus ortmanni occupies 
much of this picture of a sea fan 
Melithaea sp.
—

Shrimp living on a sea fan.
—

Christmas tree worm, 
Spirobranchus giganteus.
—

Giant trevally, Caranx ignobilis.
—

Acropora table coral. Vava’u.
—
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That this old leaky boat kept me 
alive for 45000 miles is nothing 
short of a miracle. I’m sure Eila’s 
beauty helped sell the many 
articles I wrote about sailing and 
diving in the Pacific. Here, Vicki 
and Thies Matzen are sailing in 
the lee of Fanning Island.
—

Hard corals and leather corals in 
the back-reef margin.
—

Late afternoon and the contrast 
range between the sky and 
underwater was great. I shot 
this jellyfish, possibly Cephea 
cephea, near the surface so that 
the clouds showed through the 
Snell’s window, yet the reflection 
of the depths outside the window 
registered as black. Rotating the 
picture 90° completed the effect.
—

Bigfin reef squid, Sepioteuthis 
lessoniana in evening light.
—

Here’s the original cockpit; too 
deep, too uncomfortable and far 
too many places for it to leak. 
That Whale Gusher 25 pump got 
a lot of use!
—

I finally replaced the cockpit in 
Whangarei, leaving the existing 
cockpit coamings in place. The 
two hatches are for removing the 
engine and for a watertight locker 
for petrol and kerosene. A big 
double bed was beneath the new 
cockpit. This alteration improved 
the quality of life aboard 
immeasurably.
—

Eila being lifted into the water 
at Ray Roberts Marine in 
Whangarei, New Zealand where I 
spent many summers.
—

This was Eila as I bought her 
in 1982, sitting in the yard at 
Lymington Yacht Haven. My 
old Morris Traveller is nearby. 
The decks leaked so much I got 
soaking wet the first night I slept 
aboard.
—

Installing the newly painted 
Perkins 4.108 engine while 
there is still a big hole where the 
cockpit used to be. I built the 
new cockpit while Eila was afloat 
in the Town Basin in Whangarei, 
New Zealand.
—

Eila sailing in the lagoon at 
Tarawa, Kiribati, with friends 
Clive and Mary Stewart aboard.
—

Vicki reading a book on deck 
while I am up the mast. This shot 
was used on the cover of Cruising 
World magazine.
—

The author in 1986 in Moorea, 
French Polynesia. That 
contraption on the gimballed 
table is how my articles were 
written.
—

Eila sailing in the lagoon at 
Tarawa, Kiribati, with friends 
Clive and Mary Stewart aboard.
—

This was the third underwater 
camera housing I built, for a 
Fujica ST801 SLR and a 17mm 
lens. Photo © Geoff Tompkinson.
—

Eila sailing in the lagoon at 
Tarawa, Kiribati, with friends 
Clive and Mary Stewart aboard.
—

I see six different dome ports 
in this picture! On the left is 
my home-made housing for the 
Nikon F4 and two housings for 
Nikon SB-24 flash guns.
—

Vicki driving the Piper 3.1m RIB 
we bought in New Zealand with 
an 8HP Evinrude outboard motor.
—

A much later picture of me with 
the Subeye Reflex underwater 
camera with the fabulous 13mm 
Nikonos fisheye lens attached.
—

1983 in the Isles of Scilly, UK, 
the usual mess of tools, camera 
housings and a film rolling 
machine. The cooker is a Taylors 
030 paraffin cooker. Breakfast for 
photographer Geoff Tompkinson. 
Photo © Geoff Tompkinson.
—

Testing a new mini dome off 
Moorea, fortunately without the 
camera in the housing, the back 
collapsed, so I surfaced with about 
20 pieces stuffed in my wetsuit. 
I had Tensol 70 glue aboard and 
was able to buy 12mm Perspex 
in Papeete. A week later I had 
repaired the housing by replacing 
the top plate and making a better 
designed, much stronger back.
—

Vicki working at the new chart 
table after the cockpit conversion.
—

The housing I built for the Canon 
F1n and Speedfinder. I had 
the remote sensor for a Vivitar 
flash gun wired into the camera 
housing.
—

The housing I built for the Canon 
F1n and Speedfinder. I had 
the remote sensor for a Vivitar 
flash gun wired into the camera 
housing.
—

Dr Matt Ruglys snorkelling by 
Eila; you can see the outline of 
Vicki on board.
—

Tobi Bernhard snorkelling next to 
Eila with wonderfully clear water.
—

The author in Apataki with his 
home-made housing for the 
Nikon F4 and actionfinder.
—

Eila under sail at Fanning Island, 
Kiribati, with Vicki and Thies 
Matzen aboard.
—
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